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Response of German REACH helpdesk







WirtschaftsVereinigung Metalle
Ms Dorothea Steiger
Wallstr. 58/59
  


Your letter dated 21/11/2016





Dear Ms Steiger,


Q&A ID1195 is a consequence of discussions on an EU level, most recently also on a CARACAL level. Whether this concept will be adopted in Germany must ultimately be decided by the competent supervisory authorities.


The Q&A published by ECHA provides more exact details about the production of two electrode types (Søderberg electrodes, pre-baked electrodes). In both of these cases, among the conditions mentioned in the Q&A, the production of the electrode materials is regarded as a manufacturing process that takes place, or can take place, in several stages. The raw materials used are, among others: anthracene oil (AO) and coal tar pitch, high temperature (CTPHT):


a. Mixing of the raw materials (so called filler grains usually petroleum coke or calcinated coke + CTPHT and/or AO) 
b. Shaping (to give the electrode the final shape which is required to fit it into the housing of the electrolytic cell) 
c. Baking 
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The actual chemical conversion baking can thus be preceded by several processing stages, which is explicitly indicated in the FAQ.


In the current case, if all stages a, b and c are an integrated part of the coke manufacturing process installations, the use of AO and CTPHT may be considered the use as an intermediate.


If the production of the green anodes that you mentioned abides by these conditions, the two raw materials (AO and CTPHT) will be seen as intermediate products. According to the definition in article 3, no.15 of the REACH regulations, the transport you mentioned does not generally rule out the classification of a substance as an intermediate product.




Yours sincerely,

On behalf of
Claus Haas
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